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INTRODUCTION
Strong foundations are of great
importance, if we are going to live stable
Christian lives. There are going to be
times in life when we need to go back
and look at some foundational truths
about faith, and how it works, to make
sure that we keep those truths operating
in our lives.
All too often, when we are not paying
attention to our foundations, we end up
developing cracks, or even holes that
result in instability and ineffectiveness in
our Christian walk.
These cracks become areas that our
enemy, the accuser of the brethren, uses
to gain access to our lives. He wants to
steal, kill, and destroy the life that God is
releasing in and through us.

SO WE MUST LISTEN VERY
CAREFULLY TO THE TRUTH WE
HAVE HEARD, OR WE MAY DRIFT
AWAY FROM IT.
HEBREWS 2:1 (NLT)

When this happens, we can tend to blame
the preacher, the Word, or even God, that
things are no longer working as they used
to. We claim that the principles we once
believed, no longer work, or never worked
in the first place.
The truth, however, is that we must keep
our foundations strong, in order to keep
the enemy from gaining access.
It is wise to go back and review some of
those foundational truths to make sure we
haven’t laid some key truths aside, or
forgotten things that we once knew.

CHECK YOUR FOUNDATION
Believers must remember that revelation
from God is built line upon line, and
precept upon precept. That means we will
need to hold to the truths we have learned
in the past while building new revelations
upon them. With this in mind, let's take
some time to check our foundations by
going over some of those key principles.

WORD BASED FAITH
FAITH COMES
The first foundational truth that we must keep in our hearts is
that faith comes from the Word of God. In order to see our faith
grow and remain strong, we have to continually be in the Word.
Romans 10:17 - “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.”
I remember my pastor explaining to us one time that the word
“hearing”, in the original Greek, is known as a continuous verb.
You could better translate it by saying, “faith comes by hearing,
and hearing, and hearing, and hearing…”.
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It’s not the Word that you just heard one time ,that brought you
faith, but rather faith comes to those who are continually hearing
the Word of God. It comes to those who are consistently reading
and studying the Word, and it comes to those who are
consistently hearing the Word preached. We must keep ourselves
in the place where we are consistently hearing from the Word.

Jesus said a number of times, “to him
who has ears to hear, let him hear”.
Sometimes we can hear or read the
Word, but not really be open to it. Jesus
tells us in the parable of the sower that,
“The sower sows the word.” (Mark 4:14).
Jesus goes on to share how that word is
received.
Sometimes, we can tend to receive the
Word improperly and miss out on the
faith that God is wanting us to receive.
Remember that Jesus and His Word are
inseparable, and He is the way, the
truth, and the life.
John 1:14 tells us that the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us. This is talking
about Jesus. The Word is so important
because when we receive the Word, we
receive more of Jesus. We receive His
way, His truth, and His life. His Word
brings faith because it is Him, His Life,
and His Way of doing things, coming to
us. To not receive His Word is to not
receive Him.
The Word of God and person of Jesus,
must be the foundation of our faith.
Faith based on anything other than Him,
will have cracks and holes.

NOW FAITH IS
NOW FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF
THINGS HOPED FOR, THE
EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN.
HEBREWS 11:1 (NKJV)
Some years ago while reading that scripture,
the word “now” really stood out to me. I know
it's not really the main point of this verse, but
I actually heard these words come out of my
spirit; “RIGHT NOW FAITH IS”.
This truth became so real to me; Faith is right
now the substance of the very things that I
am hoping for. Even at times when I don’t see
it in the natural, I can know those things are
in my possession right now, by faith. As a
matter of fact, if my faith confessions are not
speaking in the present, than I am missing a
major part of faith.
Faith’s confession is now, not future. If it’s
future, than it’s hope. Don’t hear me wrong,
hope is a good thing, and a necessity. You are
going to need hope to set a goal for faith to
reach for and take hold of. However, it’s not
hope that brings those things into the
present realm. Faith does that.
Too often believers tend to put off what God
has promised. They get into the habit of
talking and praying about those promises
coming sometime in the future. While they
may take some time to manifest, we need to
know and believe that those promises belong
to us now.
Christ has paid for the promises of God, and
they are ours right now. When we pray,
confess, and believe for them, we will see
their manifestation come to pass, because
they are already ours.
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BE A HEARER

THEREFORE I SAY TO YOU,
WHATEVER THINGS YOU ASK WHEN
YOU PRAY, BELIEVE THAT YOU
RECEIVE THEM, AND YOU WILL
HAVE THEM.
MARK 11:24 (NKJV)
According to Mark 11:24, the moment
that we have the things that we believe
for, is the very moment that we pray.
What confuses some people in their
confession, are times when the
manifestation doesn’t happen
immediately. We must, however, come to
the understanding that the moment we
prayed is the moment that we received it.
Our faith’s confession must be present
tense.

FAITH IN THE PRESENT
Hebrews chapter 11 contains another key
to this idea in verse 6. “But without faith
it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.” Notice the tense of
this verse. God is, and He is a rewarder.
“Is” here is used in the present tense.
Faith must believe that God is (present
tense) and that He is (present tense)
rewarding those who believe.

In John 15:7, Jesus said it this way; “If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you.” Notice again the tense of the statement,
it will be done when you ask for what you
wish.

NOW FAITH
It’s really about believing God and taking Him
at His word. If my son asks me to take him to
the store to buy him some ice-cream and I say
yes, my word is all the guarantee that he
needs to know that ice cream is his.
In the same way, we should know that when
we ask God for something, His promises are
“yes and amen”. In other words, when we
ask, His Word is our guarantee that promise
is ours. Just like my son, who doesn’t yet have
the manifestation of ice cream in his hand,
knows that it is his even before we get to the
store. We should likewise know that the
promises of God are ours even before we see
the manifestations of them. This is what I call
“Now Faith”. It’s when we believe that we
receive when we pray. It’s a foundational
truth we must have and maintain in order to
live victorious Christian lives.
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BELIEVE WHEN
YOU PRAY

Your faith must be in the now, when you pray.
It can’t be put off to the future or back to the
past. We must have a current, presently
abiding faith, in order for that faith to really
produce what we are believing for.

I learned this definition of grace years
ago and I believe it’s a good one.

GRACE IS GOD’S WILLINGNESS
TO USE HIS POWER AND
ABILITY ON OUR BEHALF, EVEN
THOUGH WE DON’T DESERVE IT.

HE CAN AND HE WILL
2 Peter 1:2 says, “May grace and peace
be multiplied to you in the knowledge
of God and of Jesus our Lord.”
Most believers have no problem
believing that God can do something.
The issue for them lies in whether or
not they believe that He will do it for
them. However, if you consider the
definition of grace, and this verse from
second Peter, then we can see that
God’s willingness is actually multiplied
toward you as you grow in the
knowledge of God.
Remember Romans 10:17 told us that
faith comes from hearing the Word.
John 1:14 showed us that Jesus is the
Word. As you grow in the knowledge of
the Word, and of Christ, you will grow
in the grace of God. Your faith will then
become more effective as you hear the
Word and gain knowledge of God. As
you gain knowledge of who God is, you
will begin to understand His heart and
His will for you.
The more you know His willingness to
act on your behalf, the more that His
power can be multiplied in your life.

Let’s also consider Romans 10:8; “But what does
it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we
proclaim).”
God hasn’t given your pastor more faith than
you. He has given each one of us the same
measure of faith. Some believers seem to have
more faith because they have developed it
further. They are therefore able to walk in what
seems to be higher levels of grace.
God is just as willing to move on your behalf as
He is anyone else’s, but you will walk in greater
levels of that grace as the knowledge of Him is
increased in your life. You have to understand
that faith is like a seed; it only grows when you
plant and water it (Luke 17:5-6).
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MULTIPLIED
GRACE

DEVELOPED FAITH

THE SAME MEASURE OF FAITH
Many believers think everyone has more faith then
they do, however, according to scripture, we have
all been given the same amount. Romans 12:3
states, “For I say, through the grace given to me, to
everyone who is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to
think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith.”
Did you see that each one of us has been given a
measure of faith? God didn’t give one guy fourteen
measures, another guy six, and you only one. He
gave us all the same measure of faith; the measure
of faith to attain all that we need in our assignment
on earth. We’ve all been given the same Word of
God. Each one of us is responsible to study and
apply that Word to our lives. As we do, we mature
the faith that we have been given.

THE SPIRIT OF FAITH
THE GREAT PROFESSION
“And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is
written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore
speak.” - 2 Corinthians 4:13
Christianity has been called, “The Great Profession”. This is because, at
the core of our belief system, is the belief that when we profess Jesus as
the Lord of our lives, we are redeemed from death and enter into the
Kingdom of Light.
Our profession of faith, what we are believing, is at the foundation of our
receiving all of God’s promises.

CONFESS AND BELIEVE

Notice the connection made in verse 10. When you believe in your heart
and confess with your mouth, the result is salvation. Interestingly that
word salvation comes from the Greek word “soteria”. Soteria not only
refers to salvation but also includes healing, and deliverance, both
physically and emotionally. So in order to receive these things in our
lives, we need our hearts and mouths to line up together. This happens
when we have the spirit of faith; we believe and therefore we speak.
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Romans 10:9-10 says “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Speaking words that line up with our faith
is a foundational truth. As believers, the
truth that is in our hearts must also be
heard from our lips. If we are not mindful
of our speech, it is very easy to end up
speaking negatively.
From media, to conversation at the local
coffee shop, or even our own family and
friends, the world around us is very
negative. We can often find ourselves
being drawn back into viewing life through
a negative filter.
The problem with this, is that “the spirit of
faith” works both ways. You believe what
you speak whether it’s good or bad,
positive or negative, life or death.
Proverbs 18:21 tells us that the very power
of life and death comes from what we
speak, and that people who love it, will eat
its fruit. That means that for those who
love to talk, they will eat the fruit of the
words they speak.
You can look at it this way; the words we
speak are planting, watering, and
fertilizing seeds in our heart which
produce fruit in our lives. Our words can
produce for us either life, or death,
depending on the word seeds that we
plant in the gardens of our heart. What
will you choose?

THE POWER OF
THANKFULNESS
As we said in the last section, all too often in
our society it is easy for us to become
overwhelmed and overtaken by negative
circumstances. Between the media, and life’s
daily circumstances, it's very easy to think
about the hardships all around us and forget
about the promises of God.
Now don’t get me wrong, we need to be
aware of what's going on in the world. As
believers we have a responsibility to be
agents of the Kingdom of heaven in every
situation.
The issue is that many believers allow those
circumstances to overwhelm them and affect
their faith. The enemy will use fear and
anxiety to move our lives in destructive
directions. He uses fear like a door, to open
us up to walking in the kingdom of this world
instead of the Kingdom of our God.
Remember that in the midst of any
circumstance, Jesus told us to not let our
hearts be troubled (John 14:1). Keep that
door shut!
Thankfulness is one of the most powerful
weapons that God has given us to rise above
the agitations and difficulties of this life, and
this world’s systems.
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WATCH OVER YOUR CONFESSION

Cultivating thankfulness in our lives will
bring this powerful force to bear on all the
negativity around us. Instead of allowing
circumstances to determine what we
believe, we need to apply the Word and
begin thanking God for His influence over
our lives.
2 Peter 3:14 in the New Living Translation
has this thought, “Dear friends, while you
are waiting for these things to happen,
make every effort to be found living
peaceful lives.”
We are to make every effort to live
peaceful lives. This means that when the
world, and its system, try to bring anxiety,
fear and stress, we need to combat that
with the peace of Christ.
Thankfulness for His Word, and His
promises, helps to maintain our peace
because it keeps our eyes on Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews
12:2).
Thankfulness helps us renew our minds to
the Word of God. When everything in this
world is trying to distract us, thankfulness
helps us to see things from a Kingdom
perspective. This renewing of our mind is
key to putting on the new man in Christ,
like Ephesians 4:23-24 says; “And be
renewed in the spirit of your mind; and
that ye put on the new man, which after
God is created in righteousness and true
holiness.”
Sometimes it can be difficult to find the
good in a situation, but there's always
something to be thankful for. If nothing
else, we can be thankful for our hope in
Christ and His Word. Remember that the
faith we are standing on is the substance
of what we hoped for (Hebrews 11:1).

When everything else in life seems to be
negative, we still have this blessed hope of
knowing that we are the children of God. He
received me and called me His child (Romans
8:15). If that's all I can thank Him for, that's
enough.
Brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever thins are pure,
whatsoever thins are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and
if there be any praise, think on these things.
Philippians 4:8 (KJV)
So instead of thinking about what you don’t
have, think about what you do have, and thank
God for that. You may not have a new Ferrari,
but thank God for the 10 year old Chevy
Impala you do have. You may not have a
ministry to thousands, but thank God that He
is using you with the children in your Sunday
School class. Always remember to thank Him
for the blessings He's poured out on you.
Oh, I know that sometimes staying focused on
what we have, instead of what we wish we
had, is not easy. That’s why Hebrews 13:15
calls it a sacrifice of praise. “By him therefore
let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to his name.”
Trust God and allow Him to give you the
supernatural strength to offer thanksgiving,
even when the situation makes it difficult. It
actually takes great humility to be a thankful
person, because it requires us to recognize
times when our thoughts are not the final
word on the circumstance. We have to stop
and, with humility, thank God for all His
promises, whether we see them with our eyes
yet or not.
So remember to be a person of thankfulness
and keep your foundation focused on His
Word.
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CULTIVATE THANKFULNESS

KINGDOM LIVING
Living our lives for Christ, and His Kingdom, is an
ongoing process as we go from glory to glory in Him.
It means that we are going to have to continue to
allow God to build our lives. As He builds today, He
will build on the foundations of those things that He
has shown you in the past, so make sure that you
hold fast to those things that he has already placed in
you. Watch over your foundations and as He builds.
He will continually take you to new heights in His
Kingdom.

THANK [GOD] IN EVERYTHING [NO MATTER
WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES MAY BE, BE
THANKFUL AND GIVE THANKS], FOR THIS
IS THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOU [WHO ARE]
IN CHRIST JESUS [THE REVEALER AND
MEDIATOR OF THAT WILL].
1 THESSALONIANS 5:18 (AMP)
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CONCLUSION

1 CORINTHIANS 3:10
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ACCORDING TO
THE GRACE OF
GOD WHICH WAS
GIVEN TO ME, AS
A WISE MASTER
BUILDER I HAVE
LAID THE
FOUNDATION,
AND ANOTHER
BUILDS ON IT. BUT
LET EACH ONE
TAKE HEED HOW
HE BUILDS ON IT.

